the spindle cells. All cases examined to date have a specific chromosomal translocation Epithelial markers are also detectable in the related epithelioid sarcoma of Enzinger. This is a primitive tumour showing multidirectional differentiation. Another high grade soft tissue tumour is clear cell sarcoma of tendon sheath. It is regarded as of neural crest origin, and all cases have S100 protein.
Malignant tumours of Schwann cells are S100 positive, whereas malignant tumours of perineural cells are S100 negative.
The commonest sarcoma type is the malignant fibrous histiocytoma. Recently, immunohistochemistry and ultrastructure studies have suggested that this tumour is either a pleomorphic undifferentiated sarcoma with potential for multidirectional differentiation or a final common pathway for the dedifferention in other tumours.
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Medical audit
It is all too easy for today's unsupported assertion to become tomorrow's established truth and I feel, therefore, a need to correct the statement by McKee, Lauglo and Lessof(August 1989 JRSM, p474) that 'The Royal Colleges have led the development of audit within the profession'. As far as the specialty of Anaesthetics is concerned, confidential enquiries into anaesthetic deaths were conducted by the Association of Anaesthetists of Great Britain and Ireland and published in 1956 1 and 1972 2 paving the way for the first systematic survey of anaesthetic deaths, the results of which were published in 1982 3 • Under my Presidency, the Association of Anaesthetists went on to build on this and persuaded the Association of Surgeons to join in the Confidential Enquiry into Perioperative Deaths (CEPOD)4 covering three Regions, the steering committee for which I was privileged to chair. This led directly to the DHSS support for its evolution into the ongoing National CEPOD, (which these authors do reference). I was a member of both the Board of the Faculty of Anaesthetists and the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons of England at the time and there was no comparable initiative by these College bodies in this field.
Nor do McKee, Lauglo and Lessof acknowledge the precedence of the long established Confidential Enquiries into Maternal Deaths in England and Wales, begun in 1952.
Perhaps these vast lacunae are due to the author's actually intending to write about Audit in the Specialty of Internal Medicine. If so, their title is misleading: this is not the same thing as Medical Audit and theirs was not a review of it.
Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 82 December 1989 773 However, electron microscopy is essential for the diagnosis of fibrosarcoma.
Dr P Knox (Glaxo Group Research Ltd) concluded by asking animal models -do we need them? Screening models for drugs should demonstrate reproducibility, accurately predict drugs with clinical relevance, be simple to operate relatively and be inexpensive. However, no single animal can be used to select the best drug. Even using panels of tumours in nude mice does not provide the complete answer, although many potentially useful agents would have been missed if the initial testing had been solely in vitro.
Animal models will continue to be used and developed. The advent of transgenic tumour systems provides a powerful new tool.
PC Kader

Rhone PoulencHealth Fellow Section ofComparativeMedicine
The recent enthusiasm for audit within the profession may indeed be, as they suggest, due to the view that self-regulation is preferable to an imposed system but as a close observer of, and minor participant in, this pioneering work in the specialty of anaesthetics, I can say that this was not an often voiced motive. We genuinely wanted to see the day when there would be no deaths attributable to anaesthesia and thus needed to analyse those that occurred. This audit has convinced most of the sentient members of the specialty that only carelessness, accidents, or failure to apply well understood and accepted practices, now separate us from this objective.
M D VICKERS
Cardiff, UK References 1 Edwards G, Morton HJV, Pask EA, and Wylie WD.
Deaths associated with anaesthesia. Anaesthesia 1956; 11:194-220 2 Dinnick OP. Deaths associated with anaesthesia. Anaesthesia 1964; 19:536-56 (August 1989 JRSM, p 474) in their review of medical audit conclude 'that the prime objective of audit is to improve patient care and ... that audit takes time which will not be available for other activities...'. This implies that the benefits resulting from clinical audit will outweigh the potential medical man-hours lost to audit activity. How valid is such an assumption? Mitchell and Fowkes! review of effective audit schemes found that appropriate changes in clinical practice were only seen to occur in those audit schemes that combined feedback on clinical performance with appropriate educational interventions. Furthermore, sustaining change over a prolonged period was not always demonstrable.
The studies they quote are, however, isolated examples of research projects usually established amongst audit enthusiasts. These positive findings
